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Sl JMMCIRY DESCRIPTION 

The Union Church i s  located i n  Albemarle County, i n  the very 
renter of Ear lysv i l le ,  on Route 743 - 1  miles southwest of the i n t e r -  
sect ion wi th Route 663. The or ig ina l  Ear ly Republic bui l .ding was 
constructed i n  1833 on a 1.156 acre t r a c t  of land given, fo r  the 
purpose of bu i l d ing  a Llnion Church, by John Ear ly f o r  whom Earlys- 
v i l l e  got i t s  name. The church i s  a  one s tory  frame bu i l d ing  on a low 
stone foundatinn wi th  an entrance by two doors on the south gable 
end. Four 2/2 sash windows mark each side of the bui lding. The bu i ld-  
ing was o r i g i n a l l y  one rnom; a small vest ibule wi th  f lank ing rooms 
f o r  Sttnday School rooms1 was par t i t ioned o f f  around 1B8O. Brackets on 
the i n t e r i o r  wa l l s  are for  o i l  lamps. The bu i ld ing  has no plumbing 
and no e l e c t r i c i t y  andwas heated by one stove i n  the main room. 
Simple archi t rave t r i m  and chair  r a i l  are o r ig ina l ,  as are the f lush 
wide board s id ing which f i n i s h  o f f  the i n t e r i o r  wal ls  and ~ e i l i n g . ~  
There are no o t t ~ e r  bu i ld ings on the property. 

Detailed Descript ion 

The chitrch i s  a one-story, wood-framed st ructure wi th  weather- 
boarding and a gable-roof covered with standing-seam sheet metal. It 
measures 507 2 112" by 30' i/Z" and a small b r i ck  chimney f l u e  
protrudes from the roof.  The long sides of the church face east and 
west: the gable ends face north and soilth. With the exception of tu rn  
of the century p a r t i t i o n  wal ls  and windows, the removal of  i n t e r i o r  
chimnpy f luas, and a new ronf truss, the church has been unaltered. 
Louvered b l inds  which once covered the windows on the ex te r io r  are 

7 

now gone.--' 

The foundation of the church was o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  wi th  unmortared 
f ieldstone. Later the ex te r io r  of  the stones were covered wi th stucco 
and varinrrs coats of whitewash. The foundation i s  s t i l l  S O I J ~ ~  and the 
only break occurs on the nor th  facade where a small crawl space 
entrance punctures the otherwise sturdy foundation. 

The church was apparently framed as an e n t i t y  wi th  reciprocat ing 
sawn s t~ tds  presumably sect~red t o  the s i l l  with machine cut  na i l s .  The 
s i l l ,  ten inches wide, was'also cut  by a reciprocating.saw. Floor 
j o i s t s  were l e f t  as round, unhewn and unsawn logs and lapped i n t o  the 
si  11. Close examination of the I-tnpainted f loorboards indicates tha t  
the or ig ina l  wide pine boards were covered by t h i n  tongue-in-grooved 
f loor ing,  perhaps near the tu rn  of the century. This probably 
occktrred at  the same time p a r t i t i o n  wal ls  went up and a new a l t a r  was 
constructed.5 
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The weatherboarding i s  whitewashed and secured t o  studs w i t h  
machine--ci~t n a i l s .  Presumably t h i s  represents a l a t e r  pe r i od  of 
sheathing; i t  i s  c i r c u l a r  sawn whereas the  studs were c u t  w i t h  a 
r ec i p roca t i ng  saw. Llnbeaded vergeboards cover t h e  corners of t h e  
sheathing and a re  pa in ted  green as are  t h e  cornice, window. and door 
t r i m .  Even tho~tgl-I a l l  t r i m  i s  secured w i t h  machine cu t  n a i l s ,  i t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  i f t h e  wood remains from t h e  o r i g i n a l  pe r iod  of  
cons t ruc t i on  o r  i t  was replaced a t  a l a t e r  date.6 

The co rn i ce  i s  p l a i n  and unbeaded, secured t o  a p l a i n  s o f f i t  and 
fasc ia  by machine cu t  n a i l s .  On t h e  n o r t h  and south e levat ions .  t h e  
f asc i a  i s  p ro j ec ted  s l i g h t l y  and cu t  t o  form a curve--a s u b t l e  form 
of vernacular decorat ion. Again i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  if 
t h i s  ornament i s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  date o f  cons t ruc t i on  o r  from 
another period.' 

Presumably t h e  v e r t i c a l  board and ba t ten  entrance doors on t h e  
south facade a re  o r i g i n a l .  The presence o f  two doors l e d  t o  t h e  
specul a t i  on t h a t  perhaps one func t ioned as t h e  entrance f o r  Angle- 
Americans and the  o ther  f o r  African-Americans o r  one f o r  women and 
orie for- men. Per-haps t h i s  was a s u b t l e  means of  segregat ion s ince  the  
church, as f a r  as we can t e l l ,  contained no v i s i b l e  i n t e r i o r  spaces 
segregated by a r ch i t ec tu re .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  doorknobs and i n t e r i o r  
box locks  t h a t  p resen t l y  serve t o  secure the  doors the re  i s  evidence 
o f  e a r l i e r  l o c k i n g  systems. O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  doors may no t  have been 
whitewashed bu t  perhaps pa in ted  green. Tr im around both  t h e  windows 
and doors i s  s imple and secured by machine cu t  n a i l s .  F i e l d  stone 
steps mortared w i t h  cement and brown sand stand i n  f r o n t  of t h e  
en t rance door. 

Four two-over-two l i g h t  double-hung sash windows permeate t h e  
east and west facades of t h e  church. There windows probably replaced 
e a r l i e r  windows o r i g i n a l  t o  the  s t ruc ture .  E x t e r i o r  window s i l l s  and 
a rch i t raves  are  very  p l a i n ,  compared w i t h  i n t e r i o r  a rch i t raves ,  and 
a re  pa in ted  green--possibly the  o r i g i n a l  co lo r .  L i k e  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
window t r i m .  t he  e x t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  presumed t o  be ~ r i g i n a l . ~  

A small ,  v e r t i c a l  board door lead ing  t o  t h e  a t t i c  e x i s t s  on t h e  
southern facade. Th is  white-washed door can on ly  be accessed from the  
e x t e r i o r  and by ladder. I t  has no handle o r  lock,  again the  t r i m  i s  
very p l a i n .  lo 

I ns ide  the  church, p a r t i t i o n  wa l l s  o f  ho r i zon ta l  match-st ick 
tongue-in-grooved board separates the  sanctuary from t h e  ves t ry  and 
Sunday School rooms as we l l  as from t h e  entrance ves t ibu le .  This 
l a t e r ,  turn-of - the century, wa l l  a d d i t i o n  presumably was accompanied 
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by a new f l oo r  and altar.i1 

Two curious ghosts appear on the i n t e r i o r  i n  the wide, beaded 
f lush hoard siding. One resembling a small window or opening above 
the ex te r io r  doors and two resembling slender doors behind the a l t a r  
and near the l a s t  bay the northeast corner. Frofessor K. Edward Lay 
suggests that, l i k e  many of the Piedmont churches. the Union Church 
contained a "casket door" f o r  the convenient movement of  caskets i n  
and out of the church or, perhaps, fo r  segregation.12 

The entrance vnsti bule i s  enclosed by three p a r t i  t i o n  wal ls and 
one or ig ina l  wal l  sheathed by wide, f l ush  broad s id ing wi th  a small 
bead. Two raised four-panel doors lead i n t o  the vestry and Sunday 
Schonl rooms which f lank the vestibule. A double-leaf door covered i n  
brown canvas and secured by double-acting bu t t  hinges separates the 
sanctuary from the entrance vestibu1,e. Jambs f o r  these doors are 
p l a i n  and painted brown. Creating an i l l u s i o n  of paneled dado the 
wal ls  of the entrance vestibule, vestry and Sunday School rooms are 
painted brown from the f l o o r  t o  j u s t  under the window s i l l s .  Each 
room t o  e i ther  s ide of the vest ibule i s  t reated i n  the same manner. 
The side rooms are each l i t  by one, two-over-two l i g h t  double-hung 
sash wic~dows. t 3  

Tlie sanctuary i s  l i t  by a t o t a l  of s ix,  two-over-two l i g h t  
double-Lung sash windows, three on e i ther  side. These windows are 
weighted and ar-e probably not o r i g i na l  t o  the s t ructure as evidenced 
by numerous ghost l ines.  L ike  the smaller rooms and entrance ves t i -  
bule the wal ls  of the congregation space are painted brown from the 
f l oo r  t o  the bottom nf the window s i l l s .  A simple chair r a i l  covers 
the south, east, and southeast walls, a l l  other wal ls  are without 
t h i s  treatment. The chair  r a i l  i s  or iginal.14 

Simple arch i t rave t r i m  i s  a lso o r ig ina l .  I n t e r i o r  window sur- 
rounds are composed of a c i r c l e  and a half-round and although p la in ,  
t h i s  t r i m  i s  much more ornate than tha t  on the exter ior .  Wooden round 
window shade holders were added t o  the window surrounds presumably i n  
the twentieth century.lS 

Although no i n t e r i o r  stove f l ues  ex i s t  ins ide  the C ~ I J ~ C ~ ,  

several ghosts of former f l ues  can be seen. The most apparent i s  the 
open and blackened f l u e  hole i n  the center a i s l e  of the sanctuary. 
Apparently a wood-burning stove, which i s  now stored i n  one of the 

. side rooms. w a r  attached t o  the b r i c k  f l u e  now v i s i b l e  i n  the a t t i c  
and on the church exter ior .  Upon eramination of the roof s t ructure i t  
seems a s  though t h i s  f ltre was the l a s t  i n  a ser ies of non-electr ical 
heating systems w i th in  the church. l6 
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The eight-sided a l ta r ,  probably added near the turn of the 
century when the p a r t i t i o n  wal ls went up and new f l oo r ing  was put 
down, i s  located on the north wal l  and consists of a ra ised plat form 
contained hy a r a i l  wi th doors on e i ther  side. No b u i l t - i n  f u rn i t u re  
ex i s t s  w i th in  the a l ta r ,  yet presently an organ and podium stand 
here. A photograph from the 1970s taken i n  conjunction wi th a 
V i rg in ia  Department of H is to r i c  Resources survey form, shows a large 
pa in t ing of  Jesus hanging behind the a l ta r ;  two chai rs  and the podium 
are shown ins ide  the a l t a r  i n  t h i s  photograph. This photograph also 
shows tha t  a cu r ta in  rod and curtains, now r-emoved, served t o  p a r t i -  
t i o n  o f f  a por t ion  of the church i n t o  Sunday School rooms.17 

t l r i g i na l l y  the wal ls  of  the church were probably decorated with 
variorts re1 ig ious  paint ings as we1 1 as s l a t e  chalkboards. Some framed 
images and s l a t e  board remain i n  the church and hang i n  the various 
rooms. P la in  and Vic tor ian o i l  lamp holders s t i l l  decorate the Unjon 
Church walls. Both types of lamp holders are attached t o  the wal l  by 
pressed I r on  supports. 

Two pews o r ig ina l  t o  the church are stored i n  the Sunday Schoal 
rooms. Made from roughly sawn boards and secured wi th  mature machine- 
cut na i ls ,  these pews serve as a reminder of the nineteenth c e n t ~ ~ r y  
in te r io r -  furnishings a t  the Union Church. Both benches s t i l l  r e t a i n  
nineteenth-century g r a f f i t i  i n  the form of "J.R. Ear ly"  scrat.ched 
i n t o  the hench back. It i s  speculated tha t  t h i s  i s  the grandson of  
the John Ear ly who gave the land.19 

Presently 24 wooden pews f i l l  the large sanctuary. These pews 
have scro l led  backs and are adorned on the side wi th an appl ied coat- 
of-arms motif. The pews have been stained, and coat-of-arms mot.if and 
scro l led pew backs are sponge-painted wi th  a dark brown s ta i n  o r  
paint.  In terest ing ly ,  the i n tens i t y  of the sponge-panting increases 
on the pews near the altar.20 

The only access t o  the a t t i c  ex i s t s  on the nor th  facade of the 
structure. There i s  no door from the i n t e r i o r .  The t russ  system 
observed i n  the a t t i c  i s  a complicated one and ce r t a i n l y  the most 
ar rest ing feature of the Union church. I t  i s  c lear  tha t  the 'current  
s t r u c t ~ t r a l  system i s  a r esu l t  of a former. common-rafter roof and a 
l a t e r ,  i n t r i c a t e  framing system. Various f i r es ,  possibly a resu l t  of 
intense heat from thin,  nne-course b r i ck  f l u e  walls. a lso have 
changed and complicated the arch i tec tu ra l  h i s to ry  observed i n  the 
a t t i c .21  

The r e r i  procat ing sawn cei 1 i ng  j o i s t s  are shiplapped i n t o  s i l l  
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plates on e i ther  side of the a t t i c .  Few c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  seem t o  have 
been p i t  sawn, these members may have been reused from another struc- 
ture. In te res t ing ly  two sets of s i l l ,  plates, both t o  which the j o i s t s  
are Iapp~11, can be seen i n  several areas. Circular  sawn boards have 
been nai led t o  the j o i s t s  t o  provide addi t ional  support. Round logs, 
not hewn or sawn, were also added as diagonal braces f o r  weakened 
c e i l i n y  j o i s t s .  Some nf the o r i g i na l  c e i l i n g  j o i s t s  are charred 
possibly from F i res  resu l t i ng  from improperly insulated flues. The 
varinus c i r cu l a r  sawn and log  bracing mentioned may have been added 
t o  support these weakened jo i s t s .  Wide f l ush  boards which f i n i s h  the 
i n t e r i o r  cei 1 ing  of the church are na i led  d i rec t1  y t o  the j o i s t s  and 
s i l l  plates.22 

Archi tectural  evidence indicates tha t  the church contained 
several b r i ck  f l ues  which apparently caused f i r e s  w i th in  the a t t i c .  
SIIC~ f i r e s  proved t o  do great in te rna l  damage which can only be seen 
when examining the a t t i c .  Two flues, including the one v i s i b l e  on the 
exter ior ,  are s t i  11 i n  place. The f l ue  closer t o  the northern end of 
the a t t i c  seems t o  he e a r l i e r  and the one t o  the south l a t e r .  The 
pos i t ion  nf  the northern f l u e  s t i  11 can be seen from the church 
ex te r io r  and i n t e r i o r .  An i r on  strap provides addi t ional  s t a b i l i t y  t o  
t h i s  f l us .  Charred j o i s t s  ind icate that  there was possibly a t  least  
one more f l u e  f i r e  a t  some undetermined time. Due t o  t h i n  f l ue  wal ls 
i t  i s  l i kel  y tha t  j o i s t s  and other wood framing members res t ing  close 
t o  the f l u e  could have charred and caught on f i r e .  Two reciprocat ing 
sawn boards running pa ra l l e l  t o  the chimney f lues  and standing per- 
pendicular tn  the c e i l i n g  jo is ts ,  t o  which they are lapped, provide 
l a t e ra l  support f o r  the f l u e  systems.23 

The ve r t i ca l  s t ruc tu ra l  members consist  of  a t russ  system with 
three c i r cu l a r  sawn center posts stopping approximately four feet 
helow the roof r a f t e r s  and ridgeboard. A c i r cu l a r  sawn beam i s  pegged 
i n t o  the center post. This beam supports the diagonal bracer of the 
main roof ra f te rs .  These diagonal braces are shiplapped and secured 
with large machine cut  mains i n t o  the central  post and ra f te rs .  24 

Circr!lar sawn raf ters ,  shiplapped t o  a t h i n  board res t i ng  on the 
s i l l  plate, are na i led  t o  a ridgeboard a t  the roof  peak. Wide roof ing 
boards are na i led  wi th a cnmhination of machine cut  and wire n a i l s  t o  
t.he ra f te rs .  CJriginally the roof was covered wi th  pine round-butt 
shingles, many nf  which may s t i l l  be found on the a t t i c  f loor.  today 
a standing-seam metal roof  protects  the Union Church.2S 

The gable wal l  s t r t ~ c t u r a l  system consists of  c i r cu la r  sawn 
ve r t i ca l  studs lapped and nai led i n t o  the gable-end ra f te rs .  L ike  the 
s i  1 1  plates the gable r a f t e r s  on each side are doubled, possibly 
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suggesting t h a t  when t he  roo f  was replaced the  p i t c h  changed. 
Weatherbnards on t he  gable-end a re  n a i l e d  i n t o  t he  studs. A p o r t i o n  
of what seems tn  be t he  o r i g i n a l  a l t a r  r a i l  i s  n a i l e d  t o  t he  s tud 
next t o  the  s i m p l e  a t t i c  dnorjamh. t h i s  a d d i t i o n  may have served t r - ,  
ac t  as a n a i l e r  f o r  weatherboarding t h a t  extended beyond t he  stud.26 

I n  sum i t  seems as though t he  o r i g i n a l  roo f  was dismantled and 
reconstructed favor ing  an i n t r i c a t e  t r u s s  system w i t h  completed 
bracing. Perhaps t he  o r i g i n a l ,  common r a f  tkr roo f  was burned i n  a 
f i r e  or d i d  not  she l te r  i n t e r i o r  f raming members from damaging winds 
o r  f a l l i n g  weather. I n  any case i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  o r i g i n a l  r a f t e r s ,  
fastened together by mortise-and-tenon jo ine ry ,  were taken down and 
the pegged ends removed. Eventua l ly  these were reused as braces i n  
the  present s t r u c t u r a l  system. The r a f t e r  ends, w i t h  mortise-and- 
tenan j o i n e r y  marks, remain scat te red on t he  a t t i c  f loor .Z7 

ENDNOTES 

1. V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landnarks Conoission Survey For*, F i l e  No. 2-44?. 

2. I b i d .  

3. Gina Htney, Graduate Student i n  Arch i tec tura l  H is tory  & Jennifer  Yiaaer,  Undergraduate Student i n  Rrch i tec ture ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a .  'Studies i n  Vernacular brch i tec ture . '  Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  K. Edward Lay, Professor of 
Architecture,  U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a .  ISchool o f  i r c h i t t c t ~ r r ,  U n i v e r s i t v  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  C h i r l s t t r s v i l l e .  V B  1995.) 

4 - 27. I b i d ,  6-14 
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Summary Statement of Signif icance 

The Union Church i n  Ear lysv i l le ,  Virginia, i s  a rare. s t~ rv i v ing  
example of interdenominational churches constructed a t  the beginning 
of  the nineteenth-century i n  Albemarle County. Constructed i n  1R33 on 
land deeded by John Ear ly for  the  construction of  a meeting house for  
a l l  Chr is t ian re l ig ions,  t h i s  bu i ld ing  i s  exemplar of both the social 
and r e l i g i ous  h i s t o r i es  i n  antebellum V i r9 in ia . l  

Worship services were held a t  The Union Church i n  Ear lysv i l le ,  
V i rg in ia  by the Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterians. They shared 
an intcrdenomi n a t i  onal Sunday School w i t h  the Episcopalians. 

Statement of Signif icance 

The Union Church i s  bui 1 t on an 1.156 acre parcel of  land given 
by John Ear ly i n  1833 spec i f i ca l l y  f o r  the good of  the community 
which he hoper1 l i l t e l y  t o  r esu l t  by the establ ishing of  a meeting 
hn1t-p t n  he f r ee  f o r  the use of  a l l  Rel igious Churches or denomina- 
t i o n ~ . ~  The Church s i t s ,  or iented wi th  the p r inc ipa l  facade facing 
south toward route 743, on a cleared s i te .  Several p ine t rees and 
remnants of Chestnut trees, probably those o r ig ina l  t o  the s i te.  
s t i l l  stand near the church t o  the  east and south sides. The church 
i s  a one-story wood-framed st ructure wi th weatherboarding and a 
gable-roof covered w i t h  standing-seam shret m ~ t r l . ~  

The bu i ld ing  wan used by the Baptists, Methodists and Presbyterins 
u n t i l  the tu rn  of the century. The Methodist5were known as the 
Ea r l y sv i l l e  Methodis The Presbyterians had services on the second '% Sunday o f  each m o n t h ,  They shared an interdenominational Sunday 
School w i t h t h e  Episcopalians. The bu i ld ing  continued i n  use as an 
interdenonili.tionr1 Sunday School f o r  the community u n t i l  1977. No 
fur ther  funct ions.wercheld u n t i l  1995 when Friends of  Union Church 
was formed bw Chestnut Brove Bapt is t  Church t o  aversme restorat ion. 

The Bapt ist  having formed i n  1773 as Albemrrle Bapt ist  found 
t h e i r  f i r s t  permanent bu i l d ing  i n  1801 when they bepan occupying the  
abandoned Rnglican Church which stood on Buck Mountain Road, west of 
Ear lysv i l le .  They held services i n  tha t  bu i Id ing  unt i l  1833; when the 1 

Episcopal inns. 1 

Hountain Bapt ists whi le they occupied tha t  bui lding. They becam 
known a s  Chestnut Grove Bapt ist  a f t e r  t h e i r  move t o  the Union Church 
i n  the center of Ear lysv i l le .  They carrimd the Chrrtnut Grovr Bapt ist  
Church name w i t h  them when they moved fu r ther  west on route 643 where 
they constructed t h e i r  present bu i ld ing  i n  1879. 
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Dtle t o  gaps i n  the churcti minutes, i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  construct a 
s o l i d  h i s to ry  of the evolut ion of the church and the structure. 
Chi-~rch records and repor ts  submitted t o  the Albemarle County Raptist 
A3sociation d e t a i l  the min is t ry  and administrat ive dut ies of the 
church. It seems tha t  church services were held on a regular  basis 
and were in ter rupted only by "very severe cold and snow". 7 

Stunday School events and increased members hi.^ were n f ten  reported 
t.0 the s ta te  Bapt is t  Association. By 1858, the Sunday School alone 
had seven teachers, f n r t y  "scholars", and 300 hooks on the  l i b r a r y  
shelves. An 1860 l e t t e r  t o  the Albemarle Bapt ist  Association read: 

nitr Sabbath Schncil i n te res t  has very much increased w i th in  the 
l a s t  year. Not only the ch i ldren and youth are engaged i n  the 
school. but some of the o l d  grey headed fathers and grandfathers 
come on the sabbath morning, and form a c lass of o l d  men t o  study 
the word of God, and t o  hear t h e i r  axpnsit ion of the lesson f o r  
the day: and indeed a l l ,  Superintendent, Teachers, Scholars and 
pec1p1.e g e n ~ r a l l y  seem t o  th ink  more favorable of the Sabbath 
School th+n formerly. Ours i s  a Union School i n  which several 
denominations part.icipate. 

Church member3 were of ten s o l i c i t e d  t o  donate t ime and money for  
s t r ~ ~ r t ~ ~ r a l  repa i rs  as evidenced somewhat i n  the arch i tectura l  fabr ic.  
I n  Fehr~lary of 1880 substantial  repa i rs  were r e c ~ r d e d . ~  These repa i rs  
poscibl y included the addi t ion of the p a r t i t i o n  vral 1s. new f loor ing,  
and a l t a r  or t russ  repai rs  due t o  f i r e  damage. 9 

I n  1937 Senator Nathaniel B. Early donated funds f o r  pa in t ing and 
minor repa i rs  on the Union Church. During World W a r  11. the church 
grot~nds became an observation area where loca l  volunteers kept watch 
f o r  enemy planes. An ohservation post was constructed by the United 
States Ormy on1 y a few yards from the church i t s e l f .  The Union Church 
archives contain several notebooks de ta i l i ng  d a i l y  s u r v e i l l a n ~ e . ~ ~  

Fnr the next twenty years URP of the church dwindled. I n  1091 the 
Chestnut Grnve Rapt ist  Church cnngregation hecame interested i n  the 
property. The Friends of  IJnion Church was formed i n  1995 and t h i s  
bu i ld ing  has received close attent ion. The ex ter io r  has been painted 
and some t r i m  has been replaced. The on1 y other ex te r io r  work w i l l  he 
t o  reset the large rock steps because they have se t t l ed  and put 
shut ters on the windows. 

Dnce again the cht-trch bu i ld ing  i s  being used f o r  benef i t  o f  the 
community. It has hosted an open house, Easter Egg Hunts, Christmas 



Unlted States Department of the lnterlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 8 
, Page 9 Earlysvil le  Union Church 

Albemarle County, Virginia 
.* 

F v e  Carol ing, an t i i s t o r j  c ltouse Tour, a  Dedicat ion f o r  an OFW Post. 
and has s t a r t e d  an annual E a r l y s v i l  le Ear l y  Days Celebrat ion.  The 
cntn~nttni b y ,  newcomers and nl d - t i  mers, have been very suppor t i ve  and 
e n t h u s i s t i c  about t h i s  o l d  church bu i l d ing .  

ENDNOTES 

I. Gina Haney, Graduate Student i n  Archi tectural  H is tory  I Jennifer Winner, Undergraduate Student i n  Architecture, 
Univers i ty  of V i rg in ia .  Studies i n  Vernacular Architecture. Under the d i rec t i on  of K. Ednard Lay, Professor of  
Architecture, Univers i ty  of  V i rg in ia .  (School o f  Architecture, U n i v e r s i t l  o f  V i rg in ia ,  C h r r l O t t ~ 5 v i i l l ,  VA 
1995.1 
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Verbai  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n  

The k o u n d a r i e s  f o r  Union Church are shown on t h e  p l o t  of p a r c e l  6 as  
r e c o r d e d  on Tax Hap Zl of Albemarle  County, V i r g i n i a .  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

The 1.150 a c r e  l o t  of l a n d  w a s  deede: t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  f rom John E a r l y  
on Februa ry  15, 16Z3 as  r e c o r d e d  i n  Deed Book 31, page  203. H i s  widow 
Margare t  E a r l 7  a? so deeded t n e  one  a c r e  1 o t  on which t h e  c h u r c h  is 
b c i l t  r n  December 28, 184: as  r e c o r d e d  i n  Ceed H o o k  57, page  15E-159. 
T!-E 1 gnc. j 2-i-ied wi tS: n t n e  b o u n d a r i s s  has been a s s o c i a t e d  wi=h t h e  
=h\,rz- 5::EE LZX. 
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Union Church 
E a r l y s v x l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  

A1 bemarl e County 

De=ai?  c -awing5 of  Union Church by Gina  Haney and J e n n i f e r  W i m m e r  
,=a; -. : 17'5 ; o r  Schooi  of b r c h i t e c t u r e ,  U n i v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a  and 
. . 

n i  z t z r :  r Arne-i cap Bui l d i n g r  Survey.  

T ? : z  =1*55 was u n d e r t a k e n  by t h e  School  of  f i r c h i t e c t u r e  a t  t h e  
L n - v e r s i t y  of V i r g i n i a  unde r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of K. Edward Lay, Cary  D. 
Lsnghz-ne P r o f e s s o r  af  k r c h i t e c t u r e .  The Union Church w a s  measured 
z r 2  drawr o u r i n g  t h e  f r l l  semester of 1995 by Gina Haney, G r a d u a t e  - - - ,  - - s i ~ n t  o i  Grcni  t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r y  and J e n n i f e r  W i m m e r ,  U n d e r g r a d u a t e  
o+ i r = h i = e = t u r e .  

"T3e  Cinion C h ~ t r c n  i n  E a r l y s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a  is o n e  of  t h e  f e w  
u n a l t e r e d  f r a m e  c h u r c h e s  i n  Albemar le  County b u i l t  t o  h o u s e  
m ~ l  r:denomi n a t i o n a l  c o n g r e g a t i  ons.  A re1 i g i o u s  and community c e n t e r  
sir,re 1SZ3. on l a n d  deeded by J o h n  E a r l y ,  t h e  Union Church o r i g i n a l l y  
hac  afi open p l a n  and  housed B a p t i s t ,  P r e s b y t e r i a n ,  and  M e t h o d i s t  
g roups .  By t h e  tu rn -o f  - the -cen tu ry  p a r t i  t i  on w a l l s  w e r e  added  t o  form 
Sunday School  and v e s t r y  rooms." 

S h e e t  1 of b s h e e t s :  Union Church. 

S h e e t  2 of 6 s h e e t s :  F l o o r  P lan .  

S h e e t  3 of LT s h e e t s :  S w t h  E l e v a t i o n  and Nor th  E l e v a t i o n .  

Snezz 4 of b s h e e t s :  East E l e v a t i o n .  

S h e e t  5 of 6 s h e e t s :  Door and Window D e t a i l s .  

S?ee t  o of 3 s h e e t s :  Diagram of  Hoof S t r u c t u r e .  
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